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TROUT UNLIMITED
Arkansas’ White River Chapter #698

TU is excited to announce that
its new television program,
On The Rise, hosted by Frank
Smethurst, began airing
weekly on April 19th at 2:00
p.m. Catch it on the Outdoor
Channel

Gary Hanson-President • Bill Thorne-Vice President • Henry Seay-Treasurer

Joe Salisbury-Secretary • Sara Thorne-Membership

Cindy Hanson
Programs

Gary Flippin
Conservation

Marc Oakes
Education

Wendy Luna
Newsletter

Carolyn Hellmuth

T.L. Laurerman

Pat Neuner

Clint W ilkinson

Member
Meetings

1st Monday of
the Month
at Sean’s

Restaurant
Hwy . 5 S

Mountain Home

Next
Meeting
May 5th

6:00 Social/Dinner
7:00 Meeting

Board meets
the Monday
prior to the

member
meeting.

TU #698 Makes
a Public
Appearance

Arkansas’ White River Chapter #698 began their 2008 membership drive
on April 18 with an information booth at Cotter ’s 7th Annual T rout
Festival.  We offered a free cap or a raffle ticket to anyone who signed
up to join TU. (See raffle info on page 3).

Special thanks to Cindy Hanson for spending so much time manning the booth.
Thanks goes to Sara Thorne for getting the booth/materials organized with such
short notice.
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 Above our official TU banner is displayed.

At left, Gary and Cindy Hanson man the
booth.

Trout Unlimited On The Rise is
the next generation of TU
television.  OTR is one man’s road
journey in search of the most
compelling coldw ater fisheries in
the country, along with the
people who fight to protect them.
Join Frank, his arsenal of fly rods,
and an Airstream trailer on an
insider ’s tour of American trout
country.
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Ne xt Meeting:
Monda y, Ma y 5th,  2008

Speaker: Lindell Crownov er will talk
about high w ater safety.

As an incentive to come to our meetings,
as well as improv e club cash flow, chance
tickets will be sold and  prizes aw arded
at the end of each meeting.

Mountain Riv er Fly Shop, Wapsi and GI
Supply donated items for last months
meetings.

If you have something new or nearly new
you would like to donate bring it to the
meeting. It does not need to be fishing
related.

Bob Nunley treated us to a very informativ e
demonstration about bamboo fly rods at
our April meeting. After his explanation of
the many steps in the building process, it’s
easy to justify the expense of a custom
crafted rod.  You can learn more about Bob
and his bamboo rods by visiting
www . rlnunley.com

As the newly elected President, I am very
excited about the future of our Chapter and
the positiv e impact we can have on our two
cold water fisheries.

As our Chapter enters its second year we
have seen some impressive progress. We
have an enthusiastic board and a
membership that w ants to get involved.
Our membership is growing and our
checking account will be getting a big boost
when w e receive the $25,000.00 dollars from
the Overlook Estates settlement for projects
on the Norfork Riv er.  (pg 3)

As the coming months unfold it will be
interesting to see what Mother Nature has

left us to deal with on the White and
Norfork Riv ers.  I think w e will be able to
identify enough projects to keep us active
for a very long time.

For that reason alone, it will be so
important not to let our enthusiasm w aver.
If w e can maintain momentum , our
enthusiasm can become contagious as new
members join. In the coming months I
would like to challenge every member to do
the following: Come to as many meeting as
possible;  bring a friend to the meeting;  and
when projects are identified see if there is
some way you can help.

Finally, my “door ” will alw ays be open to
anyone with ideas, suggestions, comments
or whatever.  Even if you just want to chat,
give me a call or stop by the store.  I will
always try and make myself available.

Thanks for you support. See you at the
next meeting.

              Gary

gary.hanson@mtnriverflyshop.com  870-435-6166

President’s
President’s
President’s
President’s
President’s

   Message
   Message
   Message
   Message
   Message
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Arkansas’ White River #698
receives $25,000 for conservation
projects on the North Fork river .

The money is part of a $175,000 settlement
approved in Baxter County Circuit Court
last month inv olving the ADEQ and Trout
Unlimited, which sued Homeport Land
Company, LLC, (Homeport), a residential
development firm, and Benny G. Doy al,
individually and as the owner and
managing member of Homeport.

You may recall it w as the Arkansas chapter
of T.U. that was involved in the lawsuit
back in 2006.  Our group had not been
formed at that time.  But, now that w e are
here, it will be our responsibility to
accomplish conservation projects at the
North Fork, under the guidance of the
Arkansas chapter.

Under the terms of the settlement, ADEQ
received $50,000, with the money placed in
the agency’s Remedial Action Trust Fund,
which is designated by law for receipt of
civil penalties collected by the ADEQ for
environmental violations. TU w as paid
$50,000 directly, with a portion of the
money to be used for attorney fees in the
case, and any remaining funds to be set
aside for projects to benefit the Norfork
River.

The remaining $75,000 of the penalty was
designated for organizations to be selected
by the ADEQ for use in projects to benefit
the Norfork Riv er or the surrounding
watershed area. Payment for the tw o
projects selected by the ADEQ will be due
April 15, 2008, and the ADEQ will forw ard
the money to the designated organizations
by April 22, 2008.

Other provisions of the penalty settlement
include a reaffirmation that all of the
conditions regarding remedial actions and
future operations in the v arious subdivision
developments reached in a previous
agreement among the lawsuit parties last
March will be follow ed. A permanent
injunction prev enting Homeport and Doy al
from operating a construction site without a
storm water discharge permit or from
operating a construction site in violation of
state law or without an approv ed storm
water permit will be issued.

The TU project is designed to reduce
sediment entering the Norfork Riv er
between Norfork Dam and the riv er’s
confluence with the main branch of the
White Riv er. Features of the plan include
bank stabilization, instream habitat
improv ement, and education efforts to
encourage riparian zone management along
the riv er and its tributaries to reduce
sediment runoff in the w atershed.

Raffle for Scott 9' - 5 wt, 4 pc S4 Fly Rod
with Rio Fly Line . Donated by
Dennis McCarty, this is the
newest fly rod from
Scott. Tickets are $5
and available at
Mountain Riv er Fly
Shop.  TU members
are encouraged to
pick up tickets at the next meeting.

Cha pter Fund R aiser To bring you one of the lightest fly rods, Scott
utilizes nearly unbreakable REC Recoil Nickel
Titanium snake guides and Fuji. Concept stripper

guides with 100% titanium frames. The S4 fly
rods have REC custom reel seats with extra

select California Buckeye burl wood inserts
and cigar cork grips for 3 through 6 weights. The

9’6" 6 weight, 7 and 8 weight fly rods have full
wells grips and anodized aluminum reel seats.
The Scott S4 Series range from 8’ to 9’6" in
length. As the guys at Scott say,  the S4 is “Pure
Scott”, meaning fun to cast and fun to fish!

DRA WING a t JUL Y 7th MEETING
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The Trout Management Program of the
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission has been
busy finalizing a management plan for the trout
fisheries in the Bull Shoals and Norfork
Tailw aters.  The final draft of the plan w as
presented to the Commissioners at their March
meeting and was approved on April17th.  This
means that we now have a guiding document
in place, which will direct the management of
these fisheries for the next five years.  Major
issues addressed in the plan include improving
various aspects of water quality, insuring
sufficient enforcement of regulations, and the
collection much needed data on trout
populations.  Despite having an approv ed plan,
however, there are still some major decisions to
be made and much work to do.

As many of you may know, we decided to await
the results of the University of Arkansas
growth and bioenergetics study before making
significant changes to regulations aimed at
quality rainbow trout management.  Our
current strategies for quality rainbow trout
management on these tailwaters are the catch-
and-release areas.  Previous research has
shown the catch-and-release areas vary in their
ability to produce larger (>16inches) rainbow
trout and that ov erall they are not performing
as expected.  For a catch-and-release area to be
successful in producing larger trout, tw o things
must happen.  First, the mortality of rainbow
trout within these areas must be reduced in
comparison to areas not under special
regulations.  Secondly, the trout must grow .

Preliminary growth data from the U of A study
has shown that growth of rainbow trout in the
Bull Shoals and Norfork catch-and-release areas
is poor (< 2 inches/year) for trout in the 12-16
inch size range.  This is substantially lower than
the growth rate of  6 inches/year estimated for
rainbow trout in Bull Shoals in the early 1990’s.

It should be noted here that according to the U
of A study brown trout in these same areas are
growing about 4-6 inches/year.  Despite the fact
that catch-and-release areas are not directly

stocked with trout, population samples
conducted by AGFC have revealed higher
densities of rainbow trout within these areas
compared to areas not under catch-and-release
regulations.  Although this does suggest that
the catch-and-release areas are successful at
improving the surviv al of rainbow trout, it does
raise questions about what is limiting the
growth of rainbow trout.

The potential management options put forth by
AGFC in September 2007 were based on the
assumption that high densities of rainbow trout
in these areas limited growth through increased
competition for av ailable food resources.
Possible changes included converting many of
these areas from catch-and-release regulations
to a 14-20 inch protected slot.  A slot limit can
improv e trout growth rates by reducing the
density of smaller trout through harv est.  As
the remaining fish grow into the slot they are
then protected from harv est, which should have
the effect of improving the ov erall size
structure of the population.

The final results of the U of A study, which will
be available this fall, should shed some light on
the factor(s) limiting rainbow trout growth in
the catch-and-release areas.  This, in turn, will
help determine the appropriate management
strategy for increasing the number of quality
rainbow trout in the tailw aters.

In the meantime, we will begin implementing
other strategies outlined in the plan.  One of the
first strategies to be worked on is the

Trout Mana gement Plan
by Jeff Williams, Trout Biologist, A.G.F.C.

Henry Seay and his wife Linda did fly tying
demonstrations during the Cotter Trout Fest.

continued on page 6...
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Gary & Paula Flippin

870-435-6144    www .rimshoals .com Sold at fine fly shops everywhere...

Gary & Cindy Hanson
1200 W. Main St. • Cotter  870-435-6166

mtnriverflyshop.com

Ar ea’ s Lar gest F l y Shop

721 Highway 5 North
Mtn. Home, AR 72653
Phone 870-425-2610

Fax 870-425-8474
Toll Free 1-800-442-0245

Rocky & Susan Fratesi

PUT YOUR
AD HERE

Support TU Arkansas White River #698

See the other side for sizes & rates
or call Wendy at 870-435-6144
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1/8 page - $75 per year

Arkansas White River #698 will be producing 6 newslet-
ters annually. This newsletter will be distributed via email
to most of our members. Printed issues will be mailed
as requested, and additional copies will be distributed
for free by members with retail outlets.

Many members with websites will also have a click link
to an electronic version of each issue.

The next issue will come out at the end of June.
Advertising and article deadline is June 14th, 2008

Call Wendy and 870-435-6144 or email to
info@rimshoals.com

1/4 page - $125 annually

1/2 page - $200 annually

Full page - $300 annually
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Due to unprecedented flooding ov er the entire
Ozark region, reservoirs like Bull Shoals and
Norfork are at record lev els. We are currently in
a pattern of full generation for about 12 hours
per day, then reduced/varied generation the
other 12 hours of each day. There is no doubt
that we are looking at a high water year on the
White and Norfork, and while these ev ents are
often tough on local trout businesses and
guides, the fish do really w ell. Fishing pressure
is not a huge issue during high w ater and
consequently, many more trout stay in the
riv ers longer than normal. Growth rates of 1-1.5
inches per month are possible during moderate
to heavy releases, which is truly incredible.

Flooding is actually a good thing for trout as
their instincts tell them to mov e out of the
current  and into more efficient feeding lies that
provide shelter. From a fly fishing point of view ,
it’s important to focus on submerged islands,
gravel bars, grass beds, eddies and other shal-
low or slow areas where it’s possible to get a fly
down near the bottom. Productiv e and safe
fishing is really only possible out of a boat
during high w ater and boat/drift control is the
most important thing to focus on. The White
and Norfork can be very unpredictable and
dangerous places when the water is up. For that
reason we recommend having an experienced
guide show you how it’ s done.  If you do try to
drift the riv ers on your own, alw ays be aware of

your surroundings and do not try to run the
motor and fish. The motor should alw ays be
running. Getting a seasoned guide is worth the
peace of mind when dealing with rapidly
changing water conditions. Fishing is often
quite good during high flows, with many of the
bigger trout landed at these times.

San Juan Worms will be the number one fly
overall because during heavy rains and high
water, the rivers see an influx of earthworms
that get washed off the flooded banks. We’re
already seeing fish regurgitating w orms after
landing them. To say they’re “key ed-in” w ould
be an understatement. Shad patterns and
streamers are good flies to try for more experi-
enced casters (dead drifting or stripping) and
will produce big fish now and again. Nymph
fishing with ov ersized worm patterns, CSS’s
and shad imitations set deep and fished around
shallow areas or current breaks will be the most
consistent method of fishing as the high flows
continue.

Please remember to BE CAREFUL AND
SMART during heavy w ater. Fishing is often
phenomenal once flows stabilize, and this
spring is already producing better fish than last
year, by far. All of us that lov e and live for these
riv ers are happy to answer any questions you
may have.

Clint Wilkinson & Gabe Cross

White Ri ver/Norf or k F ly Fishing Outlook

Dr y R un Cr eek  by T.L. Laurerman as told to Sara Thorne

T.L. Lauererman reported at our last meeting
that improv ements made several years ago  at
Dry Run w ere in need of maintenance. He is
hoping that our club w ould take on this project
once a to-do list is developed. He says that Dry
Run has changed even more since the rains and
opening of the flood gates.

T.L. is scheduling a walk-thru assessment of
Dry Run Creek with Larry R yder . We believe
this will happen before our next meeting.

T.L. also gave a rundown of the North Fork
River from around McClelland’ s down to
Charlie Cook’s old place. Holes are deeper in
spots and there are new holes in other areas.

The river has taken different directions in
places. A channel near T.L.’s house used to be
on one side of the river and now it is on the
opposite side. Old logs that had been in place
for years are gone. But freshly uprooted trees
with root balls w ould certainly make good
habitat if someone would get them in the w ater.

This part of the riv er, and one can assume the
rest of it, is free of silt and the gravel is clean.

Algae is gone, which can be good and bad as it
is the food source for scuds and sowbugs and
the crawfish. But he said, he still saw plenty of
scuds, sowbugs and crawfish in the water right
now.
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recommendation of a 24-inch minimum length
limit, 1fish/day creel limit on brown trout in
these two tailw aters.  This change would
increase the focus on brown trout as a trophy
component of the fisheries.  The
recommendation entered the formal fishing
regulations process this month and the public
will hav e the opportunity to comment on the
recommendation at public meetings scheduled
for May.  The Commission will v ote on the
regulation in August and, if approv ed, the
regulation w ould go into effect January 1, 2009.

The approved management plan will soon be
available at the following link:

http://www .agfc.com/fishing/resources-fishing/
trout-in-arkansas/trout_plans/
tailw aters_meetings.aspx

Welcome New Members

Chuck Melton ...............Mountain Home

Jeff Hearn ....................................Harrison

Junior Crow ...............................Pyatt, AR

JoAnna Smith...........................Cotter, AR

Trout Plan contin ued...

Contact Info for TU Board

Gary Hanson .....................................435-6166
President
Bill Thorne ........................................736-4799
Vice President
Henry Seay ........................................508-0509
Treasurer
Joe Salisbury .....................................499-3063
Secretary
Sara Thorne .......................................453-4212
Membership
Cindy Hanson ...................................435-6166
Programs
Gary Flippin ......................................435-6144
Conservation
Marc Oakes .......................................425-9465
Education
Wendy Luna ......................................435-6144
Newsletter

T.U. #698
c/o Gary Hanson
Mountain Riv er Fly Shop
1200 West Main #7
Cotter, AR 72626

TU Tin and Trash Clean-up
A tentative workday on the North Fork
River is planned for Sunday, May 18th.

T.L. and Clint are ironing out the details
and will present the plan at our May
5th meeting. We’ll need volunteers to
help clean up flood debris from the
banks of the river.


